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PB uncovers Peter Day’s hive
of homologation specials

Words &on’Irry ! Photograph™ Paul’Bryant
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(#hese’are’all’kit’'swingarms,’built’for’ == —

me’by’Harris’for'around’£3800."We’have - A
developed'them and they now come with F==
quick-release’a*le mounts and are built £

~ for'the’lOWO1’as well as the Y4F. #he Y4F

© unitis’a’replica of the 1996 kit swingarms [
earlier'units’were horrible.+ L
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(#his’is’one’l)ve’just
finished’formyself. It
has’flat-slides,’a’§ L
8 special’airbo*,’and is :
roughly’similar'to’a MESSEE
WSB’machine’of'the = 8
era.’’'don)t’know’its F =
power’but’it'wins’ s 1.:-_ who’called’'me’after’l’
races’and’that)s’all S8 had’bought'two’Y4F’
l)m’bothered’about. It @ =50 SPs’off’them.’It’cost’
! is’painted’to’look’like F& s
the’bike’Colin’ s
", Edwards’ran’at’ g
= Suzuka.+' e
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(#his’is’#erry)s’
original’1989’bike,

S Wwhich’he’'won’the’ it
& British’title’on’in’

1990.’It’has’1988"**P

= forks’in’it,’'which’are

pretty’trick’and’
which’#erry’preferred
over’'the’/hlins’units

of’the’time.’lt)s’a’

ETER DAY IS certainly the UK’s, and

probably the world’s, foremost Yamaha

FZR750RR OWOL1 specialist. Operating out

of his Cambridge garage, Peter’s expert

hands have worked their magic on just about
every OWOL1 that you will now see either on the road or
competing on track.

Having cut his teeth restoring classic cars, Peter
changed disciplines when he fell in love with Yamaha's
glorious homologation special. After quitting the car
business, in 1995 Peter ‘retired’ to work on OWO01s.

Nowadays, Peter owns a staggering number of
OWO01s himself, including some of the most memorable
race machines. In addition, his garage is an Aladdin’s
cave of spares that he has accumulated over the years.
And what he hasn’t collected, he fabricates himself to
satisfy his ever-growing customer base.

“I do everything from building ground-up race bikes
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(Rob’won’the’1991
British’title’on’this. |
also’have’his’199%
bike.’#his’bike’is
even’tricker'than
#erry’Rymer)s’bike
and’has’a’dry’clutch
and’magnesium’
flat-slides.+
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(I'don)t’'use’them’that’
much,’but’l’do’have’
the’microfiches’from’
Yamaha’for'the’
OWO01’and’Y4F. #hey’
sometimes’come’in’
useful’foridentifying’
part’numbers.)

#8&,D0$°&”G!

(#his’is’an’e*act’

replica’of'&ames’

Whitham)s’‘Fast’

Orange)’bike’as’only &

his’had’an’oil’cooler,

hence’the’hole’in’the ¥ he'had'a'right'old’ B
nose’fairing.’Every [ S ding-dong’with’ B
part’is’identical’'to’ S

what’¢ames’had’on
his’bike, right’down £
to’the’rearsets.’I’built
it'for'a’customer,’and

= | #hey'weren)tmeant’ ¥



to full restoration projects,” he said. “All of my projects
start from an original, complete, donor bike and then
we build what the customer wants. The classic revival
scene is massive in Europe, even more so than the UK,
and also in Australia. It's going mental out there for
classic racing and last year | built about 18 bikes, of
which six were full-on racers and the rest restoration
projects. A race bike costs about £30,000 while a
restored road bike is closer to £20,000, which isn't
horrific when you look at the prices of the Honda
RC30s. That said, RC30 values have dipped recently.”
So, what attracted Peter to the OWO0L1 specifically?
“It's an homologation special, simple as that. The
engine contains a lot of titanium parts but in some
aspects it’s no different to the YZF; in fact they
share a lot of technology and a few parts of the YZF
are actually better. The OW01's motor is beautiful
but the bike’s best feature is its chassis, which is

¥ Peter Da !s garage is a
dream for an one with even
a passing interest in

earl -90s superbike racing
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)I(build(all(my(own(
race(looms.(It/s(really(

,-%
)1 make kit race
sumps, which are just

tricky.(Despite(not( standard road sumps

having(fuel(injection.( cut and then welded

""he(5apanese(do( to be flatter. "'hat/s %&” - &L,
odd(things(with( what the factory )I keep lots of notes

and all the old

manuals, you never
know when they will
come in handy.+

looms,(like(lots(

of(crimping.(I(tend(to(
avoid(that(and(use(
solder(joints(instead.+

teams bought from

Yamaha. You can also
get a pretty trick
magnesium kit sump.+
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)""his(is(another(£
restoration(project(f=

- for(a(customer(and(=
will(be(a(standard(F ==
road(bike.(It(just(# -

" needs(wheels,(
calipers(and(a(few(™
bits(and(bobs.(He(

. already(has(the(ne*t(*
bike(ready(for(me.+ &
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)""he(OW-01(always(f ===
ran(17-inch(wheels, (5
- unlike(the(RC&O0(that(
had(odd(sizes.(5 8
Yamaha(got(it(right.+
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stunning. The frame’s configuration is perfect and
every one was hand-built on a special production line
by Yamaha. No two frames are identical as they are all
individually hand-welded; you simply don't get that
level of detail any more. For its time it was an amazing
bit of kit and even today it is a lovely bike to ride.” And
one that is in short supply.

“We are running out of OW-01s as only about 1000
were ever built,” said Peter. “I believe 144 officially
came into the UK between 1989 and 1992 and that’s it.
They are rare, which is why I've started seeing more
YZF750Rs arriving at my garage. A lot of people are
starting to see the benefits of the YZF. It’s a great bike
and the engine technology is very similar to the

OWOL1. They used to be the cheap option, and the
standard road bikes still are, but the prices of the
limited edition SP have gone through the roof ¥”

See more at www.peterdayyamaha.com
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)All(our(racers(use(
slipper(clutches.(**he(
bikes(run(quickshifters,(
too,(which(they(didn/t(
back(in(the(day.(lan(
Simpson(tried(one(
recently.(He(couldn/t(
believe(the(difference.+
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YWe(build(
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‘I'havelactuallylemptied!
thelshelves!recently,!so!
thisthas!been!trimmed!
down.!Yamaha(s!five-valve!
head!was!algreat!idealat!
theltime!but!technology!
has!moved!on.!l'don(t'do!
too!much!to!lan!OWO01(s!
head!+!albit!oflgas-flowing!
and!porting'and!that(s!all!
theylneed.!$helbarrels!are!
different!capacities!and!
youlcan!run!7&0cc,!840cc!
or!860cc!on!thelOWO01!
and!Y/F.!Welcan!also!now!
makelliners!for!both!bikes.!
$helcranks!are!Y/Fland!
OWo01!and!arelalselection!
oflkitland!stock!ones.!$he!
kitlones!are!allot!lighter!
than!standard!but!l!
balanceland!knife-edge!
mylown!cranks.!$he!Y/F!
cranklislactually!lighter!
thanlan!OWO1!unit.*
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ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT ADVICE
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"I'built!this!myselflto!
tightenlup!the!OWO01(s!kit!
bellmouths.!It!sits!on!the!
carbland!then!thelairbo)!
islsecured!to!thelother!
end!using'alscrew!plate,!
which!I!'nip!oniwith!this!
tool.!Somelowners!
would!try'tolsecure!the!
plate!with!a!pairloflpliers!
orlalhammerland!drift,!
but!this!toollis!far'more!
precise.*
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0*G WILD!"
‘I'makeleverything!l!can,!
mainly!using!this!$I#!
welder.!ltlis!the!Rolls!
Royceloflwelders,'hence!
its!£&000!price.!l'weld!my!
ownl!rads,!construct!
subframes,!repairlchassis,!
you!namelit.!$l#!welding!
islanlart!form!and!l'pride!
myselflinlthe!quality!ofimy!
work+litlrequireslalgood!
welderland!allot!oflprep.*
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‘lactualy!have!two!pairs!
ofllock-wire!pliers!but!l!
always!use!my!older!set!at!
the!lmoment!becauselthe!
new!ones'haven(t'been!
runlin!properlylyet.!lluse!
si)-inch!pliers!rather!than!
the!more!lcommon!1%-inch!
typelas!l!find!that!you!
have!morelcontrollover!
them!and!that!obviously!
leads!to!more!precise!
lock-wiring *!
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'$h islislalgreat!tool!l!built!
myselflages!ago!to!help!
with!rebuilding!carbs.!
Flat-slides!are!alnightmare!
and!this!holds!them!
togetherlwhilelyoul!strip!
and!rebuild!them.*
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'l built all these radiators.
It takes me around 40
hours to construct each
oneland!they!cost!
roughly!'£1%00.*
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'| rebuild all of my engines
onlthis!stand,!'which!I'built!
myselflyearslago./Once!l!
start!rebuilding!a!motor!I!
don(t'havelto!take!it!off!
this!stand!aslit'can!be!
repositioned!and!rotated.!
$helstand!has!alwooden!
top!with'a!thinimetallcover!
solitthaslalbit!of!
absorption!whenlyou!need!
tolhammerlalcomponent!
into!place.*
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‘$hislislalhobby!lathe!that!
I(ve!had!for'more!than!%0!
years.!It!justlkeeps!going!
onland!on.!lI'havelalvariety!
ofllarger!latheslinlanother!
workshop,!but!thislis!
perfectlfor!fine-tuning'a!
piecelor!constructing!
smallerlcomponents.!l!
machine!mylown!bolts!on!
thisland!save!the!bigger!
bits!for!the!Colchester!unit!
inilmy!workshop.*
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‘$heselarelincredibly!rare!
becauselracelteams!used!
toljust!throw!them!away.!
$hey!go!for!£1000'on!
eBay!and!l(mlcurrently!
looking!at!building!a!
reproduction'one.*



