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BECAUSE EVERYONE NEEDS A CAVE

P
ETER DAY IS certainly the UK’s, and 
probably the world’s, foremost Yamaha 
FZR750RR OW01 specialist. Operating out 
of his Cambridge garage, Peter’s expert 
hands have worked their magic on just about 

every OW01 that you will now see either on the road or 
competing on track.

Having cut his teeth restoring classic cars, Peter 
changed disciplines when he fell in love with Yamaha’s 
glorious homologation special. After quitting the car 
business, in 1995 Peter ‘retired’ to work on OW01s.

Nowadays, Peter owns a staggering number of 
OW01s himself, including some of the most memorable 
race machines. In addition, his garage is an Aladdin’s 
cave of spares that he has accumulated over the years. 
And what he hasn’t collected, he fabricates himself to 
satisfy his ever-growing customer base.

“I do everything from building ground-up race bikes 
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PB uncovers Peter Day’s hive 
of homologation specials
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(#his’is’one’I)ve’just
finished’for’myself. It
has’flat-slides,’a’
special’airbo*,’and is
roughly’similar’to’a
WSB’machine’of’the
era.’I’don)t’know’its
power’but’it’wins’
races’and’that)s’all
I)m’bothered’about. It
is’painted’to’look’like
the’bike’Colin’
Edwards’ran’at’
Suzuka.+’
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(#his’is’#erry)s’
original’1989’bike,
which’he’won’the’
British’title’on’in’
1990.’It’has’1988’"P
forks’in’it,’which’are
pretty’trick’and’
which’#erry’preferred
over’the’/hlins’units
of’the’time.’It)s’a’
proper’bit’of’kit’–’
#erry’was’the’first’
Brit’to’win’a’WSB’
round’on’this’bike.+
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(#his’is’an’e*act’
replica’of’&ames’
Whitham)s’‘Fast’
Orange)’bike’as’only
his’had’an’oil’cooler,
hence’the’hole’in’the
nose’fairing.’Every
part’is’identical’to’
what’&ames’had’on
his’bike,’right’down
to’the’rearsets.’I’built
it’for’a’customer,’and
I’now’have’three’
more’to’do.+
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(#his’is’the’bike’#erry’
rides’in’anger2’He’is’
still’a’hell’of’a’rider’
and’last’year’at’Spa’
he’had’a’right’old’
ding-dong’with’
Fabrizio’Pirovano.’
#hey’weren)t’meant’
to’be’racing’but’had’
a’serious’dice’–’it’
was’awesome’to’
watch2’#erry’won.+
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(#hese’are’all’kit’swingarms,’built’for’
me’by’Harris’for’around’£3800.’We’have
developed’them and they now come with
quick-release’a*le mounts and are built
for’the’OW01’as well as the Y4F. #he Y4F
unit’is’a’replica of the 1996 kit swingarm5
earlier’units’were horrible.+
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(#his was’the’last’
ever OW01’sold’in’
the’!K.’I’bought’it’in’
1997’from’Yamaha,’
who’called’me’after’I’
had’bought’two’Y4F’
SPs’off’them.’It’cost’
me’£16,000,’which’
was’a’lot’in’1997.’I)ve’
since’turned’down’
£3%,000’for’it.+
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(Rob’won’the’1991
British’title’on’this. I
also’have’his’199$
bike.’#his’bike’is
even’tricker’than
#erry’Rymer)s’bike
and’has’a’dry’clutch
and’magnesium’
flat-slides.+
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(I’don)t’use’them’that’
much,’but’I’do’have’
the’microfiches’from’
Yamaha’for’the’
OW01’and’Y4F.’#hey’
sometimes’come’in’
useful’for’identifying’
part’numbers.)



Peter Da !s garage is a

dream for an one with even

a passing interest in

earl -90s superbike racing
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to full restoration projects,” he said. “All of my projects 
start from an original, complete, donor bike and then 
we build what the customer wants. The classic revival 
scene is massive in Europe, even more so than the UK, 
and also in Australia. It’s going mental out there for 
classic racing and last year I built about 18 bikes, of 
which six were full-on racers and the rest restoration 
projects. A race bike costs about £30,000 while a 
restored road bike is closer to £20,000, which isn’t 
horrific when you look at the prices of the Honda 
RC30s. That said, RC30 values have dipped recently.”

So, what attracted Peter to the OW01 specifically?
“It’s an homologation special, simple as that. The 

engine contains a lot of titanium parts but in some 
aspects it’s no different to the YZF; in fact they 
share a lot of technology and a few parts of the YZF 
are actually better. The OW01’s motor is beautiful 
but the bike’s best feature is its chassis, which is 

stunning. The frame’s configuration is perfect and 
every one was hand-built on a special production line 
by Yamaha. No two frames are identical as they are all 
individually hand-welded; you simply don’t get that 
level of detail any more. For its time it was an amazing 
bit of kit and even today it is a lovely bike to ride.” And 
one that is in short supply.

“We are running out of OW-01s as only about 1000 
were ever built,” said Peter. “I believe 144 officially 
came into the UK between 1989 and 1992 and that’s it. 
They are rare, which is why I’ve started seeing more 
YZF750Rs arriving at my garage. A lot of people are 

starting to see the benefits of the YZF. It’s a great bike 
and the engine technology is very similar to the 
OW01. They used to be the cheap option, and the 
standard road bikes still are, but the prices of the 
limited edition SP have gone through the roof!”

See more at www.peterdayyamaha.com
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)"his(is(another(
restoration(project(
for(a(customer(and(
will(be(a(standard(
road(bike.(It(just(
needs(wheels,(
calipers(and(a(few(
bits(and(bobs.(He(
already(has(the(ne*t(
bike(ready(for(me.+
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)"he(OW-01(always(
ran(17-inch(wheels,(
unlike(the(RC&0(that(
had(odd(sizes.(
Yamaha(got(it(right.+
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)"here(were(only(
three(or(four(sets(of(
magnesium(carbs(
ever(made.(But(
standard(flat-slides(
are(simple(to(find.(It/s(
a(standard(Keihin2(
you(can(either(order(
them(new(or(
refurbish(older(units.(
I(also(sell(shafts(so(
you(don/t(have(to(run(
the(throttle(cables(
through(the(airbo*.+
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)I(always(use(
semi-synthetic(oil,(
not(fully-synthetic(
3the(engines(are(too(
old(to(deal(with(that4.(
I(use(standard(OE(
Yamaha(oil(filters(on(
all(my(bikes(–(both(
road(and(race.(You(
can/t(beat(them.+
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)We(build(
pressurized(metal(
airbo*es(for(the(
OW01,(which(has(a(
plastic(airbo*(as(
standard.(It(makes(a(
huge(difference(to(
the(performance(and(
I(think(we(are(on(our(
fifth(generation(now.+
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)I make kit race
sumps, which are just
standard road sumps
cut and then welded
to be flatter. "hat/s
what the factory
teams bought from
Yamaha. You can also
get a pretty trick
magnesium kit sump.+
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)I keep lots of notes
and all the old
manuals, you never
know when they will
come in handy.+
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)I(build(all(my(own(
race(looms.(It/s(really(
tricky.(Despite(not(
having(fuel(injection.(
"he(5apanese(do(
odd(things(with(
looms,(like(lots(
of(crimping.(I(tend(to(
avoid(that(and(use(
solder(joints(instead.+
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)All(our(racers(use(
slipper(clutches.("he(
bikes(run(quickshifters,(
too,(which(they(didn/t(
back(in(the(day.(Ian(
Simpson(tried(one(
recently.(He(couldn/t(
believe(the(difference.+



ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT ADVICE
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'I!built!this!myself!to!
tighten!up!the!OW01(s!kit!
bellmouths.!It!sits!on!the!
carb!and!then!the!airbo)!
is!secured!to!the!other!
end!using!a!screw!plate,!
which!I!nip!on!with!this!
tool.!Some!owners!
would!try!to!secure!the!
plate!with!a!pair!of!pliers!
or!a!hammer!and!drift,!
but!this!tool!is!far!more!
precise.*

2 %*LL!" DY'&,0Y
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'I!make!everything!I!can,!
mainly!using!this!$I#!
welder.!It!is!the!Rolls!
Royce!of!welders,!hence!
its!£&000!price.!I!weld!my!
own!rads,!construct!
subframes,!repair!chassis,!
you!name!it.!$I#!welding!
is!an!art!form!and!I!pride!
myself!in!the!quality!of!my!
work+!it!requires!a!good!
welder!and!a!lot!of!prep.*
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'I!actualy!have!two!pairs!
of!lock-wire!pliers!but!I!
always!use!my!older!set!at!
the!moment!because!the!
new!ones!haven(t!been!
run!in!properly!yet.!I!use!
si)-inch!pliers!rather!than!
the!more!common!1%-inch!
type!as!I!find!that!you!
have!more!control!over!
them!and!that!obviously!
leads!to!more!precise!
lock-wiring.*!
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'$his!is!a!hobby!lathe!that!
I(ve!had!for!more!than!%0!
years.!It!just!keeps!going!
on!and!on.!I!have!a!variety!
of!larger!lathes!in!another!
workshop,!but!this!is!
perfect!for!fine-tuning!a!
piece!or!constructing!
smaller!components.!I!
machine!my!own!bolts!on!
this!and!save!the!bigger!
bits!for!the!Colchester!unit!
in!my!workshop.*
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'I rebuild all of my engines
on!this!stand,!which!I!built!
myself!years!ago.!Once!I!
start!rebuilding!a!motor!I!
don(t!have!to!take!it!off!
this!stand!as!it!can!be!
repositioned!and!rotated.!
$he!stand!has!a!wooden!
top!with!a!thin!metal!cover!
so!it!has!a!bit!of!
absorption!when!you!need!
to!hammer!a!component!
into!place.*
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'I!have!actually!emptied!
the!shelves!recently,!so!
this!has!been!trimmed!
down.!Yamaha(s!five-valve!
head!was!a!great!idea!at!
the!time!but!technology!
has!moved!on.!I!don(t!do!
too!much!to!an!OW01(s!
head!±!a!bit!of!gas-flowing!
and!porting!and!that(s!all!
they!need.!$he!barrels!are!
different!capacities!and!
you!can!run!7&0cc,!840cc!
or!860cc!on!the!OW01!
and!Y/F.!We!can!also!now!
make!liners!for!both!bikes.!
$he!cranks!are!Y/F!and!
OW01!and!are!a!selection!
of!kit!and!stock!ones.!$he!
kit!ones!are!a!lot!lighter!
than!standard!but!I!
balance!and!knife-edge!
my!own!cranks.!$he!Y/F!
crank!is!actually!lighter!
than!an!OW01!unit.*
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'I built all these radiators.
It takes me around 40
hours to construct each
one!and!they!cost!
roughly!£1%00.*
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'$h is!is!a!great!tool!I!built!
myself!ages!ago!to!help!
with!rebuilding!carbs.!
Flat-slides!are!a!nightmare!
and!this!holds!them!
together!while!you!strip!
and!rebuild!them.*

 G!'.*'!/$WA1/
0$$L/+*0
'$hese!are!incredibly!rare!
because!race!teams!used!
to!just!throw!them!away.!
$hey!go!for!£1000!on!
eBay!and!I(m!currently!
looking!at!building!a!
reproduction!one.*


